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THIS REPORT ON RECRUITHENT TO HIGHER EDUCATION IN PUERTO 
RICO EXAMINES, IN PART 1, THE DIMENSIONS OF THE EXPANSION OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION AND SOME OF ITS CONSEQUENCES FOR THE 
. CHARACTER OF THE HIGH SCHOOLS AND FOR THE PATTERN OF 
RECRUITMENT TO THE UNIVERSITY . PART 2 DESCRIBES IN DETAIL THE 
PATTERN OF RECRUITHENT TO HIGHER EDUCATION AS IT EXISTED IN 
10*0. THE DATA CAHE FROM A SAMPLE SURVEY OF HIGH SCHOOL 
SENIORS AND COMPARED. THE PUERTO RICAN RECRUITMENT PATTERN 
WITH THAT OF THE UNITED STATES. ITS MAIN FINDING WAS THAF*ftfE 
RECRUITMENT PATTERNS ARE REMARKABLY SIMILAR. ( LP ) 
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3bls study of recruitment to higher education in Puerto Rico 
was sponsored by the Social Science Research Center of the University 
of Puerto Rico and received financial support as veil from the u.S. 

Office of Education, Cooperative Research Program, Contract 
Hy particular thanks are due to Millard Hansen, former Director of the 
Center, under vhose aegis the Investigation was begun and carried through, 
for his firm and steady administrative support. Since I vas In residence 
In Puerto Rico during only part of the period vhen the data vas collected, 
the quality of the materials vas heavily dependent on the skill of the 
resident staff. I had the fortune to secure the assistance of ijuis Nieves- 
7alc6n and Angelina S. de Boca, vho organised and directed the field vork 
vith the.higjheet competence* Outside the Center officials of the 
Department of Education and the university of Puerto Rico have been my 
Chief sources of Information and aid, but I have been helped as veil by 
many other public agencies and private persons, vith the characteristic 
generosity vhlch makes working in Puerto Rico such a pleasant experience. 

Della Sussmaxm 

Amherst, Massachusetts 



INTRODUCTION 



Puerto Rico's remarkable economic development since 1940 has been 
accompanied by a spurt of educational growth. The prosperity of the 
Commonwealth has Increased the resources available for education and 
Investment In education has a high priority in the Puerto Rican commmlty. 
She relation between economic and educational development has not been all 
one-way, however. It Is doubtful that the Industrialization policies of 
the MuRoz administration could have succeeded as well as they did without 
the foundation of a literate work force resulting from forty years of com- 
pulsory primary education. The United States 1 policy of universal public 
schooling was Ineffective In its early years because of a blundering 
Insistence on English as the sole language of Instruction. But Puerto 
Rican counsel on this score was gradually heeded. On the other side, it 
was a piece of good fortune that the U.S. advisers who influenced the 
spirit and content of the Puerto Rican curriculum were oommltted to the 
progressive ideology of education. Prom the first grade. In addition to 
the basic three R's, the Puerto Rican public schools had their pupils 
attend to such matters as good nutrition, personal hygiene, public safety 
and sanitation needs and the making of democratic collective decisions. 

The U.S. pedagogues elao introduced the Idea of Individualized work and 
instruction; for example, individual recitation in daily lessons rather 
than the collective chanting of rote responses. Thus American values: 
pragnatlsm and progress, collective improvement and individual achievement 
Hire imported directly into the Puerto Rican classroom and implanted there 
with at least partial success, x believe that this educational style has 
had something to do with the demonstrated competence of the Puerto Rican 



people to industrialise their economy and to maintain stable democratic 
political institutions in the process. 

Hie Puerto Rican educational style has been American also in its 
eujphasls on numbers •— as many years of education as possible to be 
extended to as many Children as possible. This means that educational 
resources are spread wide • and sometimes thin. A very different emphasis 
on qualitatively intensive education for a select few can be found on 
neighboring Caribbean Islands which carry on the educational traditions of 
other former colonial masters. 

Since ipto the Puerto Rican-American ethos of mass education has 
expressed Itself particularly in the extension of secondary schooling* bu + 
also in the growth of higher educations. This study focusses on recruit- 
ment to higher education during this period of expansion. It begins by 
examining the dimensions of the expansion and some of its consequences f 

for the character of the high schools and for the pattern of recruitment 
to the university. 

Pirt II describes in detail the pattern of recruitment to 
hi gh e r education as it existed in 1966. She data come from a •mrV 
survey df high school seniors very similar in design to comparable surveys 
in the U*8. qhe analysis compares the Puerto Rican recruitment pattern 
with that of the V*S» and its m a in finding la that they are remarkably 
similar. ftotlgEt the proportion of the age group attending high school and. 
university is north m ealier in Puerto Rico* and despite undoubted differ* 
ences in culture between the c m a u c m w ea lth and the continental unites state, 
the overall similarities of social structure and school system make for a 
fixer of students from high school to university much the same in its 
outlines. 



